ANTHONY   EDEN
Coalition days—well to his right in outlook yet beholden to
Mr. Lloyd George for election to Parliament by coupon. It
is not only orthodox Liberals who have found to their cost
that Mr. Lloyd George, when he tampered with the Non-
confbrrnist conscience immediately after the war did grave
damage to it; the Nonconformist Tory, like Mr. Baldwin,
has suffered also. At all events Baldwin saw Mr. Lloyd
George, whether in the role of friend or enemy, as the real
menace to the National Government.
MacDonald went to see Lloyd George at Churt, but the
negotiations were abortive.   The  Conservative Party was
called together to approve the action of its leaders in joining
the new National Front.    It was one of those occasions—
technically private—full reports of which are in due course
in possession of many who were not there. According to the
legend, an inexperienced young Conservative member got
up from the back of the hall and put it to Mr. Baldwin that
in view of the gravity of the crisis, the need for the fullest
national representation, and the greatness of his war record,
the least the Conservatives could do would be to invite Mr.
Lloyd George to take part in the common task.   Mr. Bald-
win's reply, so the story runs, was polite but final.  The last
thing he wanted to do was to dictate to the party the terms
of its resolutions, but if this particular one was carried he
would have no option but to stand down from the Govern-
ment.    It has often been claimed that if only Mr. Lloyd
George had been in his usual boisterous good health in
September 1931, the history of Great Britain and the world
would have been a different story; but it is more likely that
Mr. Lloyd George, hale and hearty, would never, quite apart
from his wishes in the matter, have been invited to join the
new team.
The final crisis arose over the approva.1 of the 10 per cent
cut in unemployment benefit, and the Labour Government
resigned.  But within twenty-four hours the new Cabinet of
the interim Government, which consisted only of ten senior
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